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FOREWORD 


The University of Kansas was asked in 1950 to prepare a questionnaire which 
could be used as a follow-up instrument with ‘high school graduates. How ex- 
tensively the questionnaire was used by high schools is not known. Since no 
comprehensive study of high school graduates has been made in Kansas in recent 
years, it was decided to use the instrument with a representative sample of Kan- 
sas high schools. 

The study described in the pages to follow was made possible by a University 
of Kansas Grant: General Research Project 57. 

This study is submitted in the hope that it will prove to be stimulating and 
informative to administrators throughout the State of Kansas. The ultimate test 
of its value lies in the implications which it may have and in the action which it 
may motivate toward improving high school education for the youth of our state. 


Kenneth E. Anderson 
Carl E. Ladd 
Herbert A. Smith 
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INTRODUCTION 


Early in the year 1950, the Kansas Life Adjustment Commission asked each 
of the state colleges to prepare an instrument which could be used by the high 
schools of the State of Kansas for self-study. The University of Kansas was asked 
to prepare a questionnaire which could be used with high school graduates. The 
result was an eight-page questionnaire with the following sections: You Per- 
sonally, Your Education, Your Job, Your Health, Your Leisure, Your Civic 
Activities, and Your Military Service.’ The questionnaire was printed and each 
high school received a sample copy and was urged to use the instrument in a 
follow-up study of its graduates.* 


THE PuRPOSE 


A research grant was obtained to conduct a study of high school graduates 
from a representative group of Kansas schools. Three strata of schools were 
designated according to size as follows: 1-200 students, 201-500 students, and over 
500 students. Schools for the study were chosen by random means and in propor- 
tion to the numbers in which they existed within the three strata. A few schools 
other than those chosen by random means asked to be included. The final sample 
chosen included sixty schools. The graduates of the years 1948, 1949, and 1950 
were selected for study so that they would have had an opportunity to acquire 
some degree of perspective with regard to their high school education. 

Broadly stated, the purpose of the study was to determine how high school 
graduates felt about their high school education and its relationship to their post 
high-school activities. More specifically, answers were sought to questions em- 
bracing the general areas: You Personally, Your Education, Your Job, Your 
Health, Your Leisure, and Your Civic Activities. In addition, the writers de- 
sired to know if differences existed in response to questions in the above areas be- 
tween: (1) males and females, (2) high-ranking and low-ranking graduates, and 
(3) graduates of high schools of varying sizes. Whenever feasible, analyses were 
made of the data in all three categories. 


*Sections of the questionnaire pertinent to this study appear in Appendix B. 
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THE SAMPLE 


In all, 7600 questionnaires were mailed to the graduates during the year 1951 
by the local high schools participating in the study. The coding and processing 
of the information on the returned questionnaires was completed by the fall of 
1952. Pertinent tables were constructed from the data during the school year 
1952-53. In all, 2495 usable questionnaires were returned. This is a return of 
about thirty-three per cent, fairly high for a canvass of this type. Of more im- 
portance, however, is the question of whether or not the graduates who returned 
the questionnaires were representative of all high school graduates in Kansas for 
the years under consideration. 

Table 1 indicates that the graduates, for whom the rank in the graduating 
class was obtainable, were almost equally represented between the decile points 
ranging from 1 to 99. Since percentile ranks were available for only 40 per cent 
of the students responding to the questionnaire, the percentage reported for each 
decile would have been four per cent of the total respondents if the students had 
been distributed evenly among the ten deciles. It will be noted that no decile 
has less than 2.2 per cent and none more than 5.7 indicating that the distribution 
of students responding was relatively even throughout the range from the lowest 
to the highest decile. 

Table 2 indicates the percentage of respondents who graduated from high 
schools of three different size categories. The percentages of graduates from all 
Kansas high schools in June, 1950, were estimated as follows: 45.8 per cent from 


TABLE | 
Scholastic Rank of High School Graduates 








Percentage Possessing Rank Indicated: 











Male Female Total 

Percentile Rank* (N=1142) (N=1353) (N=2495) 
90-99 4.6 6.7 57 
80-89 3.8 6.3 5.1 
70-79 4.2 5.0 4.6 
60-69 3.1 4.2 B7 
50-59 3.6 3.7 | 
40-49 45 3.0 3.7 
30-39 * 4.5 2.2 3.3 
20-29 2.9 2.4 2.7 
10-19 3.3 1.3 22 
1-9 5.7 4.4 5.0 
No reply 59.8 60.8 60.3 





*In almost all high schools, marks earned by each graduate during his four years are averag-u. 
Then the graduates are ranked from highest to lowest. These ranks are next changed to cor- 
respond to the ranking if the class numbered exactly 100. Such ranks are called percentile 
ranks and were available for about forty per cent of the graduates. 
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schools enrolling 1-200 students, 22.5 per cent from schools enrolling 201-500 
students, and 31.7 per cent from schools enrolling over 500 students. The per- 
centage of respondents for the three same categories in the sample compare fa- 
vorably with estimated percentages for 1950 graduates. These percentages were: 
41.5 per cent, 27.8 per cent, and 30.7 per cent respectively. 


TABLE 2 
Size of High School from which Students Graduated 








Percentage Graduating From Size of School Indicated: 








All Kansas 
Male Female Total High Schools 
Size of School (N=1142) (N=1353) (N=2495) 1950* 
1-200 40.4 42.6 41.5 45.8 
201-500 26.5 28.7 27.8 22.5 
Over 500 33.1 28.7 30.7 31.7 





*Estimated from the Kansas Educational Directory, 1950-51. State Department of Public In- 
struction, Topeka, Kansas. 








Table 3 indicates that the percentages of respondents from the three graduate 
groups according to year of graduation were comparable both as to sex and total. 
Approximately one-third of the males’ and one-third of the females in the study 
came from each of the graduating classes of 1948, 1949, and 1950. 


The ages of the graduates for the three years 1948, 1949, and 1950 were cal- 
culated as of January 1, 1951. For example, a graduate was classified as 18 if his 
age on January 1, 1951 was as low as 17 years seven months or as high as 18 
years six months. The ages of the graduates in the sample ranged from 14 to 25 
with a median age of 19.42 years. The medians (age) of the graduates for the 
three groups were about a year apart indicating that no one graduating group 
according to year of graduation had a proportionately greater percentage of over- 
age or under-age respondents. The males in the sample were slightly older having 
a median age of 19.51 as contrasted to a median age of 19.35 for the females. 

It would appear that the 2495 graduates in the sample were representative of 
the graduates of Kansas high schools for the years considered when academic 


TABLE 3 


Percentage of Students Responding from the Classes of 1948, 
1949, and 1950 











Male Female Total 
Class (N=1142) (N=1353) (N=2495) 
1948 327 pee 32.0 
1949 32.1 34.5 33.4 
1950 34.9 33.6 34.2 





Class Not Designated 0.3 0.6 0.4 
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ability, year of graduation, size of school, and age were considered. Thuis, one can 
consider the replies of this group as being fairly representative of all graduates 
of Kansas high schools for the years 1948, 1949, and 1950. 


TREATMENT OF THE REPLIES 


Insofar as possible, the replies of the 2495 graduates to the various items of 
the questionnaire were tallied by means of IBM equipment. The numbers thus 
obtained were converted into percentages whenever possible on the basis of the 
following: (1) the total group, (2) sex, (3) rank in the graduating class, and 
(4) size of school from which graduated. 

All the tables other than the three in the text concerned with representative- 
ness of the sample appear in Appendix A. This was necessary because most of the 
tables concerned with results of the questionnaire are bulky and in some instances 
cover several pages. The tables have been grouped for ready reference for those 
who wish to refer to them. 

In reporting the results of the tabulations as they appear in the numerous 
tables in the Appendix, the method of stating a question followed by an answer 
will be used. The reader will note reference to a Table after each question. This 
will enable him to refer to the proper table for further information if he wishes. 

A word of explanation seems pertinent at this point regarding the divisors 
used to obtain the various percentages in the various tables in Appendix A. The 
divisors used were as follows: 

1. Total Group—2495 
. Male Group—1142 
. Female Group—1353 
- High Group (those who ranked in the upper thirty per cent of their 
graduating classes )—386 
5. Middle Group (those who ranked in the middle forty per cent of their 
graduating classes )—358 
6. Low Group (those who ranked in the lower thirty per cent of their 
graduating classes )—247 
7. School Size 1 (those who graduated from high schools enrolling from 

1 to 100 students )—535 
8. School Size 2 (those who graduated from high schools enrolling from 

101 to 250 students )—673 
9. School Size 3 (those who graduated from high schools enrolling from 

251 to 500 students )—516 


10. School Size 4 (those who graduated from high schools enrolling over 
500 students )—771 


Table 4, page 20, is typical of most of the tables appearing in Appendix A. If 
an asterisk (*) appears as it does after the figure 31.6 in Table 4, it means that 
the difference between the percentages 31.6 and 11.5 is significant (5 per cent 
level or higher). This means that the difference between the two percentages 
could have occurred by chance alone less than 5 in 100 times or that a signifi- 
cantly greater percentage of the female graduates than male graduates were 
married. 


> W Ye 
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A word of explanation is pertinent at this point to explain the method used 
to determine the significance of the difference between two percentages. Lawshe 
and Baker have outlined aids in evaluation of the significance of the differences 
between percentages.’ If the number of cases in the two samples is unequal, the 
value of Z to be referred to the normal table may be obtained by use of the fol- 
lowing formula: 


2N\No 
LW 


Ni + No 


The upper and lower values for W may be determined for any Z value such as 
1.96 (5 per cent level) by substituting in: 


Z 
w= 2N,Ne 


Ni + Ne 


Thus, in the present case with 1142 males and 1353 females, a W value of + 
.056 for a Z value of 1.96 was obtained. In the case of the 386 students in the 
high group and the 247 students in the low group, a W value of +.113 for a 
Z value of 1.96 was obtained. 


By marking these values on a chart with P, on the left, W in the middle, and 
P2 on the right, it was possible with a rule to determine with some degree of 
accuracy whether or not the difference between two proportions was significant 
at the 5 per cent level or higher. Therefore, the reader must be warned that the 
readings obtained from the chart are approximate. 


The method of testing the significance of differences between percentages was 
not used in connection with the four categories of schools according to size. Here, 
whenever it seemed feasible to do so, rank order correlations were computed be- 
tween the four sizes of schools and the percentages of graduates reacting in a 
certain way to particular item on the questionnaire. According to Old’s Tables’, 
when N is 4, rank order correlations of .60 or —.60 would have sums of squares 
of rank differences of 4 and 16 respectively. The probability of not exceeding 4 
by chance alone or of getting less than 16 by chance alone is .2083. Likewise, 
with correlations of .80 and —.80, the probability of getting more or less than the 
table values for the sums of squares of rank differences by chance alone is .1667. 
For correlations of 1.00 and —1.00, the probability of getting more or less than 
the table values for the sums of squares of rank differences by chance alone is 
.0417. One must keep these statements in mind when interpreting the reported 


*C. H. Lawshe and P. C. Baker. “Three Aids in the Evaluation of the Significance of the 
Difference between Percentages.” Educational and Psychological Measurements, 10 (Summer 
1950) 263-270. 

°E. G. Olds. “Distribution of Sums of Squares of Rank Differences for Small Number of 
Individuals.” Annals of Mathematical Statistics, 9 (March 1938) 133-149. 
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correlations between size of school and the percentages of graduates reacting 
in a particular way to an item of the questionnaire. Only those correlations of 
magnitude of +.60 or greater will be considered of sufficient size to indicate a 
significant relationship between size of school and the percentages of graduates re- 
acting in a certain way to a particular item. 


Tue REsuULTs 


Are you married? (Table 4) 


Almost a fourth of the graduates were married. The percentage of females 
married was 31.6 per cent as contrasted to a percentage of 11.5 per cent for the 
males. 


How valuable and useful do you consider your high school education to have 
been? (Table 5) 


About 94 per cent of the graduates appraised their high school education as 
either very valuable and useful or as valuable and useful. A significantly greater 
percentage of the female graduates than the male graduates appraised their high 
school education as very valuable and useful. The percentages of male graduates 
reacting thus was 57.3 as contrasted to a percentage of 64,0 for the female grad- 
uates. 

A significantly greater percentage of the high-ranking graduates than the 
low-ranking graduates appraised their education as very valuable and useful, 
The percentages were 64.5 and 57.1 respectively, 

No apparent relationship existed between the percentages of graduates re- 
sponding very valuable and useful and the size of the school. 


How valuable and useful do you now consider your participation in extracurricu- 
lar activities to have been? (Table 6) 


About 81 per cent of the graduates appraised their participation in extra- 
curricular activities as either very valuable and useful or as valuable and useful. 

Almost equal percentages of male and female graduates checked their par- 
ticipation as very valuable and useful. The percentages were 48.5 and 45.9 
respectively. 

A significantly greater percentage of the high-ranking graduates than the 
low-ranking graduates appraised their participation in extracurricular activities 
as very valuable and useful. The percentages were 54.4 and 36.0 respectively. 
When the two categories very valuable and useful and valuable and useful were 
combined, the percentages for the high-ranking group was 85.2 as contrasted to 
a percentage of 77.7 for the low-ranking group. 

Satisfaction with participation in extracurricular activities was negatively re- 
lated to size of school as the percentages of graduates responding very valuable 
and useful decreased as the size of the school increased. The rank order corre- 
lation was a —1.00. 


In what ways and to what extent did you obtain satisfactory training or experi- 
ence while in high school? (Table 7) 

The graduates appraised their training in high school as Aighly satisfactory 
(well pleased) with the percentages indicated for each of the eighteen listed items 
in the following order: 
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Development of high ideals and suitable moral code (item no. 7) ........ 45.0 
Improvement in ability to undertake and proceed with new tasks 
I ON NE sk eee i ee alia 41.6 
~ Development of effective health habits (item no. 4) .........c10s.--seee-eseeeeoee 40.0 
Preparation for further education (item mo. 10) -..2....2...2.2.-.::s::eeeeeeeeeeee 39.7 
Development of ability to meet people easily (item no. 9) 2.2.2.2... LF 
Stimulation of a desire to read and appreciate good literature (item 
BG TD Siccowscccoiinatsgnictotegendtaans oadiicae tek nanan Medan oned buena 38.6 
Preparation in speaking and writing effectively (item no. 12) .............. 33.7 
Stimulation of esthetic appreciation, particularly for good music and 
ie Re tt SD cncannndvnieniechorsdaninediarncscipin isda 33.4 
Cultivation of a wholesome appreciation of work (item no. 16) ..........33.3 
Training for active participation in civic and community life (item 
GOR Gi ards aieh et Geis ome ms i ii aed ale 32.9 
Preparation for home and family living (item no. 5) ......0......2-..-20-00--- 30.3 


Training for the vocation in which I'am now engaged (item no. 3) ....29.5 
Development of a broad understanding of social and economic prob- 





NINE MR TN UD sashes dacecssnrsicleDadincemiicaonensdseniocancauacteqccetpesintacanersaiiantataies 26.8 
Information and advice on further education (item no. 1) ................-.-- 26.1 
Development of a sound philosophy of life (item no. 14) 2... 26.1 
Training for effective use of leisure time (iter 0. 15) ..........-ssessneeneerees 24.8 
— in supervising or directing the activities of others (item ae , 
Guidance and counsel on selection of the proper job for me (item 

no. 2) ethlshicinitsitashhdtop dd bikie tedhisiliaiicasbcialiplateticeets 18.2 





For sixteen of the values or outcomes listed, the percentages of highly satis- 
factory (well pleased) replies were greater than the unsatisfactory (disappointed) 
responses. The percentages of unsatisfactory responses were greater on two items: 
(1) guidance and counsel on selection of the proper job for me, and (2) train- 
ing in supervising or directing the activities of others. 

Of the eighteen values and outcomes listed, significant differences in per- 
centages existed on fourteen of the items in favor of the females when the ap- 
praisal term highly satisfactory (well pleased) was used as a basis for compari- 
son. For two of the remaining values, where non-significant differences existed, 
a greater proportion of the males than the females replied highly satisfactory to 
items: (1) preparation for further education, and (2) development of a broad 
understanding of social and economic problems. 

Of the eighteen values and outcomes listed, significant differences existed on 
eight of the items in favor of the males when the appraisal term unsatisfactory 
(disappointed) -was used as a basis for comparison. Thus a significantly greater 
percentage of the males as contrasted to the females were disappointed in the 
training and experience received in high school for the following: 

1. Guidance and counsel on selection of the proper job for me 
2. Training for the vocation in which I am now engaged 

3. Preparation for home and family living 

4. Development of high ideals and suitable moral code 
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5. Preparation in speaking and writing effectively 

6. Stimulation of a desire to read and appreciate good literature 
7. Training for effective use of leisure time 

8. Stimulation of esthetic appreciation, particularly for good music and art 


Girls registered significantly greater dissatisfaction than males for only one 
item: training in supervising or directing the activities of others. 

Four items gave results; which were opposite for males and females when the 
appraisal terms Aighly satisfactory and unsatisfactory were used. The percentages 
of unsatisfactory responses were greater than the percentages of Aighly satis- 
factory responses for the boys to four items while the reverse was true for the 
females for the same four items. These were as follows: (1) training for the 
vocation in which I am now engaged; (2) preparation for home and family 
living; (3) training for effective use of leisure time; and (4) stimulation of 
esthetic appreciation, particularly for good music and art. 

Comparisons between those graduates ranked in the upper thirty per cent of 
their graduating classes and those ranked in the lower thirty per cent revealed 12 
statistically significant differences in percentages in favor of the high group, 
when the appraisal term highly satisfactory was used as a basis for comparison. 
These outcomes and values were: 


. Information and advice on further education 

. Guidance and counsel on selection of the proper job for me 

. Training for the vocation in which I am now engaged 

. Development of high ideals and suitable moral code 

. Improvement in ability to undertake and proceed with new tasks 
. Preparation for further education 

. Training in supervising or directing the activities of others 

. Preparation in speaking and writing effectively 

. Stimulation of a desire to read and appreciate good literature 

. Training for effective use of leisure time 

. Cultivation of a wholesome appreciation of work 

. Stimulation of esthetic appreciation, particularly for good music and art 


— 
SoM CONTA MS WN 


— 
Noe 


Comparisons between the high and low groups revealed eight statistically 
significant differences in percentages in favor of the low group, when the ap- 
praisal term unsatisfactory was used as a basis for comparison. These values 
and outcomes were as follows: 


Guidance and counsel on selection of the proper job for me 

. Training for the vocation in which I am now engaged 

. Training for active participation in civic and community life 
. Stimulation of a desire to read and appreciate good literature 
. Training for effective use of leisure time 

. Development of high ideals and suitable moral code 

. Preparation for further education 

. Training in supervising or directing the activities of others 


AVP Wne 


con] 


While differences were not statistically significant, a greater proportion of the 
high-ranking group replied highly satisfactory to five other items while the re- 
verse was true for the item: development of effective health habits. 





The Results 0) 


When rank order correlations were computed between size of school and the 
percentages of highly satisfactory replies, four positive and two negative corre- 
lations of a magnitude of -+-.60 or —.60 or greater were obtained. Thus, as the 
size of the school increased, the percentages of graduates responding highly satis- 
factory increased for the following items: (1) preparation in speaking and writ- 
ing effectively; (2) preparation for further education; (3) stimulation of a de- 
sire to read and appreciate good literature; and (4) stimulation of esthetic ap- 
preciation, particularly for good music and art. The correlations were .80, .80, .65 
and 1.00 respectively. The reverse was true for the following items: (1) prepara- 
tion for home and family living, and (2) training in supervising or directing the 
activities of others. The correlations were —.80 and —.60 respectively. 


Which courses in high school were the most and least valuable to you in your 
later training or work? (Tables 8 and 9). 

The attention of the reader is directed to the Criterion the graduates used in 
listing the most valuable and least valuable courses. It reads as follows: “List in 
order of rank the three courses you took during your high school years which 
have been the most and least valuable to you in your later training or work.” 
Few would argue, for example, that music courses assist in further training or 
work except, of course, for musicians. The results must be read with this Cri- 
terion in mind. 


Most VALUABLE 


In terms of the percentages of the total group listing most valuable courses, 
the ranking of the areas was as follows: English, business-commercial, mathe- 
matics, science, vocational training, social sciences, music and art, and languages. 

Significant differences between the percentages of males and females naming 
courses as most valuable existed in five areas. Significantly greater proportions of 
the females found courses in the areas of business-commercial and English to be 
most valuable while a significantly greater percentage of the males replied that 
courses in the fields of mathematics, science and the social sciences were most valu- 


able. 


LeEAst VALUABLE 


In terms of the percentages of the total group listing /east valuable courses, 
the ranking of the areas was as follows: social sciences, science and mathematics, 
business-commercial, vocational training, English, languages, and music and art. 

Significant differences between the percentages of males and females naming 
courses as least valuable existed in five areas. Significantly greater proportions of 
the males found courses in the areas of English, social sciences, and vocational 
training to be least valuable while a significantly greater percentage of the females 
replied that courses in the fields of business-commercial and mathematics were 
least valuable. 


Did the training you received in high school help you to obtain your first job? 
(Table 10) 


In reply to this question, 38.0 per cent said yes, 28.4 per cent said no, and 8.1 
per cent were uncertain. A significantly greater percentage of the females than 
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males graduated said yes to this question while the reverse was true when no 
was indicated. The percentages were 47.3 and 27.1 respectively for yes. 

A significantly greater percentage of the high-ranking group than the low- 
ranking group said yes to this question while the reverse was true when no was 
indicated. The percentages were 38.9 and 34.0 respectively for yes. 

No apparent relationship existed between size of school and the percentages 
of graduates saying yes. 


Did this training you received in high school help you to hold your job or gain 
advancement? (Table 10) 


In reply to this question, 41.8 per cent said yes, 21.4 per cent said no, and 10.0 
per cent were uncertain. 

A significantly greater percentage of the females than male graduates said 
yes to this question while the reverse was true when no was indicated. The per- 
centages were 45.5 and 37.6 respectively for yes. 

Although 41.2 per cent of the high-ranking group said yes to this question as 
contrasted to 38.5 per cent of the low-ranking group, the difference was not sig- 
nificant. However, a significantly greater percentage of the low group than the 
high group said no. 

No apparent relationship existed between size of school and the percentages 
of the graduates saying yes. 


Did your participation, while in high school, in extracurricular activities, help 
you to secure your first job? (Table 10) 


In reply to this question, 19.4 per cent said yes, and 43.2 per cent said no, and 
10.9 per cent were uncertain. 

A significantly greater percentage of the females than males said yes to this 
question, while the reverse was true when no was indicated. The percentages 
were 21.5 and 16.8 respectively for yes. 

About equal percentages of the high-ranking and low-ranking group said 
yes to this question. The percentages were 19.4 and 19.8 respectively. A signifi- 
cantly greater percentage of the low group than high group said no. 

No apparent relationship existed between size of school and the percentages 
of the graduates saying yes. 


Did this extracurricular participation help you hold your job or gain advance- 
ment? (Table 10) 

In reply to this question, 20.3 per cent said. yes, 37.7 per cent said no, and 
14.4 per cent were uncertain. 

No significant differences in the percentages of males and females or of the 
high and low ranking groups saying yes appeared. However, a significantly 
greater perceritage of the males than females said no and a significantly greater 
percentage of the low than the high group said no. 

No apparent relationship existed between size of school and the percentages 
of the graduates saying yes. 


What factors may have influenced the wevetionn choice you have made? (Table 
11) 

The reply to the twenty items ammeaniie of influence in vocational choice 
were tabulated as influencing the graduate’s choice as very much, much, some, 
hardly any, and none. 


The Results ll 


When the category very much was considered, four significant differences ap- 
peared. A greater percentage of the high-ranking group than the low-ranking 
group checked very much for two items: (1) a fair knowledge of my own inter- 
ests and abilities, and (2) advice of a college adviser or counselor. The reverse 
was true for two items: (1) working at this vocation after school, on Saturday, 
or during summer vacations; and (2) advice of your parents. 


When the category none was considered, six significant differences appeared. 
A greater percentage of the low-ranking group than the high-ranking group 
checked none for the six items: 
. Advice of a high school teacher 
. Advice of a college instructor 
. Advice of a college adviser or counselor 
. A college guidance course 
. Other college courses 
. The college work and experience as a whole 


The rankings of the top five factors which influenced vocational choice very 
much for the high-ranking graduates were, in the following order of importance: 
1. A fair knowledge of my own interests and abilities 
2. Talks with people not connected with the high school or college 
3. Advice of your parents 
4. Working at this vocation after school, on Saturday, or during summer 
vacations 
5. Other subjects (than guidance) studied in high school 
The rankings of the top five factors which influenced vocational choice very 
much for the low-ranking graduates were, in the following order of importance: 
1. Advice of your parents 
2. Working at this vocation after school, on Saturday, or during summer 
vacations 
3. Talks with people not connected with the high school or college 
4. Other subjects (than guidance) studied in the high school 
5. Advice of a high school teacher 
A glance at the listings above reveals four factors common to both the high 
and low groups. An interesting feature of the listings is that of the four common 
factors three are non-school in nature. A striking fact exhibited in Table 11 is 
the great influence of the factor a fair knowledge of my own interests and 
abilities for the high group as contrasted to the low group. The percentages of 
the high and low groups checking this item very much were 32.1 and 4.3 respec- 
tively. 


DN fWDN 


How do you spend your leisure time? (Table 12) 

The graduates were asked to check thirty-two items in response to two ques- 
tions: How often do you do these things? and How well do you like to do these 
things? 

When the percentages of do these things more than and about as often as the 
average man were combined and when the percentages for the categories do 
these things less than the average man and never were combined, differences be- 
tween these percentages were computed for the thirty-two activities. According 
to this arrangement, the activities participated in by the graduates and ranked 
from most to least are listed as follows: Listening to the radio; magazine reading 
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for pleasure; attending small social entertainments; newspaper reading; movies; 
spectator of sports; informal discussions, e.g., “bull sessions”; church and related 
organizations; odd jobs at home; book reading for pleasure; amateur dramatics; 
picnics; card playing; traveling or touring; musical programs or concerts; danc- 
ing; playing musical instruments or singing; entertaining at home; attending 
large social functions; special hobbies not mentioned above; organizations or club 
meetings as a member; fishing or hunting; outdoor individual sports—golf, skat- 
ing, etc.; indoor team sports—basketball, volleyball, etc.; outdoor team sports— 
hockey, baseball, etc.; indoor individual sports—bowling, pool, etc.; volunteer 
work—social service, etc.; visiting art galleries, museums, etc.; camping; organi- 
zations or club meetings as a leader; theater attendance (not movies); and, 
watching television.* 


Significant differences in percentages in favor of the female graduates over the 
male graduates were found when the two categories do these things more often and 
about as often as the average man were combined for the following items: attending 
large social functions; attending small social entertainments; book reading for 
pleasure; church and related organizations; dancing; entertaining at home; listen- 
ing to the radio; magazine reading for pleasure; picnics; playing musical instru- 
ments or singing; and musical programs or concerts. The reverse was true for 
the following items: informal discussions, e.g., “bull sessions”; indoor team 
sports—basketball, volleyball, etc.; indoor individual sports—bowling, pool, etc.; 
outdoor team sports—hockey, baseball, etc.; outdoor individual sports—golf, 
skating, etc.; spectator of sports; traveling or touring; visiting art galleries, mu- 
seums, etc.; fishing or hunting; camping; and watching television. 


When the percentages who do these things more than and about as often as 
the average man were combined, significant differences in favor of the high- 
ranking group over the low-ranking group occurred for the following items: 
amateur dramatics; attending large social functions; attending small social enter- 
tainments; book reading for pleasure; church and related organizations; informal 
discussions, e.g., “bull sessions”; organizations or club meetings as a member; 
organizations or club meetings as a leader; picnics; playing musical instruments 
or singing; spectator of sports; musical programs or concerts; theater attendance 
(not movies); and traveling or touring. The reverse was true for items: fishing 
or hunting and outdoor team sports—hockey, baseball, etc. 


Rank order correlations of .60 or greater were obtained for the following items 
when the percentages of students checking an item do these things more often 
and about as often as the average man were correlated with the size of school. 





Attending large social functions 





Clsarch and related orgamizations 2... -n-xa-cnn-c-son-coseossu-coeeevenesseeenee 80 
LOSERS SREY EAST ESCE 1 OOS 2 CR eS .60 
Informal discussions, e.g., “bull sessions” ....................-s:scsecessesecoeseeeeeeees 1.00 
Indoor individual sports—bowling, pool, etc. .................:-:ccsscoeseseessesnesseeees 80 
i ETRE ee .60 
I sa adsl let dean pchati edna insnincesbestiotonnenni 75 


*The reader is reminded that the data were obtained in 1951. Television might be higher on 
the list today. 
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Organizations or club meetings as a member ..................-..----0+-+0--0--000o0--= 80 
Organizations or club meetings as a leader ........-........--..-2.s0-s0e-eseeeeeeeesoees 80 
PUN ON chalet sesephenesscsneshckd ocak Monat. vs cass oars shactmceibinacndanlobl 80 
SNOPES NING GNM gsi. sy ick snes ccsn cies dsatesentnie dete saben .80 
“Wiener appemninence: (mut rs vites issn ice snes seegecenensenrnesvnsbtinnsensysipian 1.00 
SENTERO MO COR PEPE ne 1.00 
WI I II, SUNN Oa oi ssw reset nnssteigependiacareilacensites 1.00 
Special hobbies not mentioned above ................-...:-ccscccsscseceseee:cecneesseneeeaes 1.00 
PR soi issih ascscacees par ntancsdew asin tases anemia inital 80 


Thus, one can say that participation in these activities increased as the size of the 
school increased. 


Negative correlations of —.60 or greater were obtained for the following items: 


I NN on Al cdl ales loess aceres —.60 
I aetna ei ge ates Siesta catenin — .80 
i” iE a ISS NEA it. SOTO CA RRO NE Be ee Me —.80 
I I ite ah kta d cacachinnimnenanmeanbed ives — .80 


Thus, one can say that participation in these activities decreased as the size of the 
school increased. 


Rank order correlation of .60 or greater were obtained for the following 
items when the percentages of students checking an item like very much and 
like to do these things were correlated with size of school: 




















Informal discussions, e.g., “bull sessions” ...... 80 
SRIIENON INN CUP IN aiascctassesnctiniitas iciscnecsecesevsacoepeinonenciomonts 60 
Organizations or club meetings as a member ...... .60 
Organizations or club meetings as a leader 80 
Musical programs or concerts ¥ 80 
Visiting art galleries, museums, etc. .80 
Special hobbies not mentioned above -................--..--.------cenecsveeceesessneoeense .80 


Thus, one can say that desire to participate in these activities increased as the size 
of the school increased. 


Negative correlations of —.60 or greater were obtained for the following 
items: 








MN eisai senna eccrine ccescservinsintiidnibosbibalbccnepibi —.80 
Atténding small social entertainments .......-..........-000.:.0ce-cnscoeseseensnestever — .80 
I cca hie altace pce cist icenedethtadinenstbainotaty — .80 
Church anid related organizations .................-2..-..---se-sescvssvesnessssseecnseneesets — 1.00 
Indoor team sports—basketball, volleyball, etc. ...................- pails cbnegi — .80 
I Gre aii aenietpenepersinsiminssconierpsantoivionsrt ln — .80 
I ihe icici stecinnsisenensciapllgnleinonnn — .80 
Outdoor individual sports—golf, skating, etc. ............-2.2.2-0-0sse-eees- — .80 
NON sacs cdeks etd ecsasciseai ube esznmnid lastname nin sobehi iterate — 1.00 
eS OE MIO ascii cecigaivoicendh enaiitannbasncaesunsermniceailipintipeptionan — .80 
SERRE RUUITNCD LI TIN int rnin secs tcnsersicnenpgeniecshnienntone — 1.00 
IIR Cro idaiicede etter cinerea — .60 
Volunteer work—social service, ¢tC. -.............-...-cscscscccssssceseceesseesesessececees — .80 
NRC 5 sectistineie pins cheteainicnmaarieicicnmtitn Cemmaanrnateite .—1.00 


Ry IE  oakiissaiisceiiceseertcininianiiend cenautomnea — 1.00 
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Thus, one can say that desire to participate in these activities decreased as the size 
of the school increased. 

It is interesting to note that positive correlations were obtained for do these 
things more often and about as often as the average man with size of school, while 
negative correlations were obtained for ike very much or like to do these things 
with size of school for the following five items: church and related organizations, 
picnics, theater attendance (not movies), traveling or touring, and watching 
television. a 

Positive correlations were obtained for do these things more often and about 
as often as the average man with size of school and positive correlations were 
also obtained for like very much and like to do these things with size of school, 
for the following seven items: informal discussions, e.g., “bull sessions”; maga- 
zine reading for pleasure; organizations or club meetings as a member; organi- 
zations or club meetings as a leader; musical programs or concerts; visiting art 
galleries, museums, etc.; and special hobbies not mentioned above. 


How well do you take care of your health? (Table 13) 


Percentages of the total group checking the following health items ranged 
from 55.7 per cent to 73.1 per cent as follows: 


I have a dental check-up annually or oftener ...............-.::00-+--0e0ceeseesee 73.1 
I am careful about the way in which I take care of scratches, cuts, etc. 66.3 


I consult a physician whenever I feel there is something wrong with 
IS rcaciond desdeicieasigriniaciaabaninieatincrcagttabentaiondehiciniininenememiodemn 66.1 


I have a complete medical examination every three years or oftener .... 56.7 


When I come across articles on health in newspapers and magazines, 
I usually read them ......... 


I take some definite physical exercise three times a week or oftener. .... 55.7 








A significantly greater percentage of the male graduates as contrasted to the 
female graduates checked the following items: (1) I have a complete medical 
examination every three years or oftener; and (2) I take some definite physical 
exercise three times a week or oftener. The reverse was true for the following 
items: (1) When I come across articles on health in newspapers and magazines, 
I usually read them; (2) I occasionally find it necessary or desirable to go on a 


- diet; (3) I am careful about the way in which I take care of cuts, scratches, etc.; 


(4) I consult a physician whenever I feel there is something wrong with me. 

Only one significant difference existed between the high-ranking. graduates 
and low-ranking graduates in favor of the high group in response to: I have a 
dental check-up annually or oftener. 


Which of the following statements best describe your present health status? 
(Table 14) 

The graduates were asked to check five items describing health status. In gen- 
eral the graduates felt they were a healthy group. A significantly greater per- 
centage of the males as contrasted to the females checked the item: I am prac- 
tically never sick and feel vigorous and full of pep most of the time. The per- 
centages were 63.7 and 56.2 respectively. No significant differences in percentages 
occurred between the high and low ranking groups on the five items. 
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What civic activities do you usually engage in? (Table 15) 


The percentages of the total group checking participation in civic activities 
ranged from 28.5 per cent to 74.9 per cent for the following items: 


Contributed to the Red Cross, Community Chest, or similar agency .. 74.9 





Attended church services at least twice monthly 73.2 
Frequently discussed social, political, or economic questions with 
te ea LR lt OA bgt SS ANTS ORT Sl MOND PTR ASL AEH E? 70.0 


Read regularly the news and editorial sections of a daily newspaper 59.4 
Read regularly a magazine dealing with current political and social 
alfaite, qacti an’ Trmie,, Wessel, Cte <a. escenctiessestennsteipmeniensnens 36.4 
Led or advised one of young peoples groups, Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, 
YMCA, 4-H Clubs, Religious Organizations, etc. -........---.----.---------+ 31.0 
Listened regularly to one or more radio discussion programs such as 
“Town Meeting of the Air,” “Meet the Press,” etc. ..........-..--:0--s 28.5 


Percentages of participation for the tota! group for the other eight items fell 
below 25 per cent. 

A significantly greater percentage of female than male graduates checked the 
items: (1) solicited for one of the agencies mentioned above; and, (2) attend 
church services at least twice monthly. The reverse was true for items: (1) read 
regularly the news and editorial sections of a daily newspaper; (2) read regu- 
larly a magazine dealing with current political and social affairs, such as Time, 
Newsweek, etc.; (3) frequently discussed social, political, or economic questions 
with friends; and, (4) retained membership in or joined a reserve } military 
organization such as National Guard or Officers Reserve. 


A significantly greater percentage of the high-ranking graduates than low- 
ranking graduates checked items: (1) solicited for one of the agencies mentioned 
above; (2) attend church services at least twice monthly; (3) led or advised one 
of young peoples groups—Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, YMCA, 4-H Clubs, Religious 
Organizations, etc.; (4) frequently discussed social, political, or economic ques- 
tions with friends; (5) served in one or more non-political offices such as an 
officer in fraternal, civic, educational, or other community organizations; and (6) 
served on a major committee of one or more of these organizations. The reverse 
was true for the item: listened regularly to one or more radio discussion pro- 
grams such as “Town Meeting of the Air,” “Meet the Press,” etc. 

For those four items, which a considerable percentage of the total group 
checked, we find six positive correlations with size of school as follows: 

Contributed to the Red Cross, Community Chest, or similar agency .60 
Read regularly the news and editorial sections of a daily newspaper .80 
Read regularly a magazine dealing with current political and social 





affairs, such as Time, Newsweek, etc. .80 
Led or advised one of young peoples groups—Scouts, Camp Fire 

Girls, YMCA, 4-H Clubs, Religious Organizations, etc. ................-. 1.00 
Frequently discussed social, political, or economic questions with 

PR hac nahh hig ale el eal 1.00 
Served in one or more non-political offices, such as an officer in frater- 

nal, civic, educational, or other community organization ................ 1.00 


Thus, with respect to these six items, we can say participation increased as the 
size of the school increased. 
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Education of the Father and Mother and Rank of the Student in the Graduating 
Class (Tables 16 and 17) ¢ 


As might be expected, the higher the graduates were ranked, the more edu- 
cation the parents had. Of those graduates in the upper thirty per cent, 54.2 per 
cent of the mothers and 43.0 per cent of the fathers had finished high school or 
beyond. The corresponding figures for the middle forty and lowest thirty per 
cent are 47.2 and 36.2 per cent and 38.9 and 36.0 per cent respectively. 


High School Rank and Occupation of the Father (Table 18) 


The percentages of graduates by rank in class according to seven occupa- 
tional areas of the fathers were tabulated. As rank in class decreased, so did the 
percentages of professional and semi-professional fathers. 


Education beyond High School (Table 19) 


Of the total group, 22.0 per cent attended state colleges in Kansas, 11.0 per 
cent attended private colleges in Kansas, and 15.0 per cent attended junior 
colleges in Kansas. Seven per cent attended colleges outside of Kansas. Thus, a 
total of 55 per cent of the graduates attended colleges or universities in or out of 
Kansas. A significantly greater percentage of male than female graduates at- 
tended state colleges and junior colleges in Kansas. 

A significantly greater percentage of high-ranking than low-ranking grad- 
uates attended private colleges in Kansas, junior colleges in Kansas, and colleges 
outside of Kansas. 

Percentage of attendance at state colleges in Kansas was correlated -with size 
of high school and yielded a —1.00 correlation. Correlations for private colleges 
and junior colleges were each a +.80. 


SUMMARY 


Who were the graduates? 


Graduates (2495) of sixty Kansas high schools returned questionnaires. 
These can be considered a representative sample of Kansas high school grad- 
uates for the years 1948, 1949, and 1950, with respect to academic ability, size 
of school from which graduated, age, and the year of graduation. 


What did they think of their high school training? 


About 94 per cent of all the graduates replied that their high school training 
had been either very valuable and useful or. valuable and useful. A significantly 
greater percentage of females than males replied that their high school training 
had been very valuable and useful. A significant difference was also found in 
favor of the high group as compared to the low group. 


What did the graduates think of their extracurricular activities? 


About 80 per cent of the graduates replied that the extracurricular activities 
of the school had been either very valuable and useful or valuable and useful. No 
significant differences in percentages existed between the male and female grad- 
uates, but a significantly greater percentage of the high-ranking graduates rated 
the activities as very valuable and useful than did the low ranking graduates. 
Satisfaction with extracurricular participation apparently decreased with increase 
in size of school. 
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What were their responses to selected values and outcomes of their education? 


Graduates were asked to evaluate their training and experience while in high 
school by checking eighteen selected values and outcomes such as preparation in 
speaking and writing effectively. A significantly greater percentage of females as 
contrasted to males checked fourteen of the items using the term well pleased, 
and a significantly greater percentage of the males as contrasted to females 
checked eight of the items using the term disappointed. Thus, it was apparent 
that the girls were, in general, much more satisfied with their high school educa- 
tion than were the boys. Almost the same results were obtained in favor of the 
high-ranking graduates as contrasted to the low-ranking graduates. 


What differences existed between the sexes on rating the most valuable courses in 
high school? 


When the courses listed by the graduates as being most valuable were grouped 
into nine areas, significant differences existed between the males and females. A 
significantly greater percentage of females than males listed the following sub- 
ject-matter areas as most valuable: business-commercial and English. A signifi- 
cantly greater percentage of the males than females listed the following subject 
matter areas as most valuable: mathematics, science, and the social sciences. 


How useful was the high school education to the graduate on his job? 

A significantly greater percentage of female than male graduates replied that: 
(1) their training helped them get their first job, (2) their training helped them to 
hold or gain advancement on the job, and (3) the extracurricular acivities of the 
school assisted them in obtaining their first job. A significantly greater percentage 
of high-ranking than low-ranking graduates indicated that their high school train- 
ing was helpful in getting their first job. 


What factors influenced the vocational choices of the graduates? 


When the high-ranking and low-ranking graduates were compared, four of 
the five top factors were common to both groups, and three of these were non- 
school in nature. 

One striking fact in this section was that 32.1 per cent of the high-ranking 
group as contrasted to 4.3 per cent of the low-ranking group, checked a fair 
knowledge of my own interests and abilities as a factor of influence in vocational 
choice. 

The guidance programs in the high schools exerted little influence on the 
graduates. Scarcely ten per cent of the graduates reported that counselors or 
guidance classes exert much or very much influence while roughly one-half 
reported none to the influence of these factors. Unfortunately no data are avail- 
able as to the number of the sixty participating schools having guidance programs 
and it may be that but a small number of these schools have even token guidance 
programs. But the fact remains that of almost 2500 recent high school graduates 
in Kansas, a scanty ten per cent reported that guidance programs influenced their 
choices of vocations. 


What were the leisure-time activities of the graduates? 

Many significant differences between males and females existed in leisure- 
time activities. These differences were also manifested between the low-ranking 
and high-ranking groups. For complete details, see Table 12. 
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What was the health status of the graduates? 


Generally speaking, the graduates indicated that they were in good health 
and followed desirable health practices. Some significant differences were found 
between males and females and between the high-ranking and low-ranking 
graduates. 


What civic activities did the graduates participate in? 


Differences were found to exist between the male and female graduates and 
the high-ranking and low-ranking groups with respect to their participation in 
the civic affairs of the community. For complete details, see Table 15. 


What relationships existed between education and occupation of the parents and 
rank of students in the graduating class? 


There was a tendency for the parents of high-ranking graduates to be better 
educated and for the fathers of these graduates to have higher job classifications. 
How many of the graduates went on to college? 

A large percentage of the graduates went on to college. The state colleges 
attracted the greatest percentage, were less selective with respect to the academic 
ability of the students attracted, and attracted a greater percentage of students 
from the small schools than from the large schools. 


What general conclusions may be drawn? 


In conclusion, it can be said that Kansas high school graduates, at least for 
the years represented, are in general satisfied with the education received in 
Kansas high schools. However, the responses of the graduates indicated that im- 
provement in some areas of endeavor are needed. The areas of dissatisfaction, 
and especially those in which significant differences in response between the 
sexes and between the high and low groups occurred, are worthy of further 
investigation. Perhaps it is to be anticipated that the schools, which of necessity 
are concerned primarily with intellectual and verbal objectives, should expect 
greater dissatisfaction on the part of the lower-ranking students. Why boys 
should tend to indicate a greater degree of dissatisfaction, however, would appear 
to require a more complex explanation and one which is not available so far as 
this investigation is concerned. This study appears to provide numerous clues 
and suggested lines of research looking toward improvement of the education 
provided in the high schools. 

Schoolmen of Kansas might well ponder the reactions of the graduates in 
this study, with the aim of improving high school programs in the state not only 
for the gifted and less gifted, but for the great percentage of average individuals 
attending our high schools. 


APPENDIX A 
Tables 4-19 
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INDEX To DIFFERENCES CHECKED FOR SIGNIFICANCE 
IN THE APPENDIX TABLES 


The only differences between percentages that were checked for significance 
were as follows: 


Table 4: 
Table 5: 


Table 6: 


Table 7: 


Table 8: 
Table 9: 
Table 10: 


Table 11: 
Table 12: 


Table 13: 
Table 14: 
Table 15: 
Table 19: 


Male and female for categories married and single. 


Male and female and high and low rank in class for categories very 
valuable and useful and valuable and useful. 


Male and female and high and ‘ow rank in class for categories very 
valuable and useful and valuable and useful. 


Male and female and high and low rank in class for categories satisfac- 
tory and unsatisfactory. 


Male and female for all items. - 
Male and female for all items. 


Male and female and high and low rank in class for categories yes and 
no. 


High and low rank in class for categories very much and none. 


Male and female and high and low rank in class for categories more 
than and about as often as the average man and like very much and like. 


Male and female and high and low rank in class for all items. 
Male and female and high and low rank in class for all items. 
Male and female and high and low rank in class for all items. 


Male and female and high and low rank in class for all items. 


In addition the reader is referred to pages 4-6 in the text for aid in interpret- 
ing the tables both as to differences between percentages and for interpreting 
rank order correlations. 











TABLE 4 
Percentage of Graduates with Marital Status Indicated 
Status Male Female Total 
Married 11.5 31.6* 22.4 
Single 86.8" 67.2 76.2 


No reply 1.7 4 1.4 
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Percentage of Graduates Listing Ps Courses in the Areas Indicated 
Total Sex 
Area Group M F 
Business-Commercial 20.0 10.5 26:1" 
English 24.1 21.8 26.0* 
Mathematics 12.8 20.2* 6.5 
Music and Art 2.1 1.9 23 
Science 12.6 16.1* 9.7 
Social Sciences 7.8 8.8* 6.9 
Miscellaneous 1.6 1.6 15 
Vocational Training 125 12.6 12.5 
Language 1:6 14 2.0 
No Response 4.9 6.4 45 
TABLE 9 
Percentage of Graduates Listing Least Valuable Courses in the Areas Indicated 
Total Sex 
Area Group M F 
Business-Commercial 7.7 6.1 9.0* 
English 6.2 8.1* 45 
Mathematics 11.8 7.2 }5.7* 
Music and Art 3.3 4.0 2.8 
Science 11.8 11.0 12.5 
Social Sciences 17.0 18.5* 15.8 
MisceHaneous 4.2 4.3 4.1 
Vocational Training 7.4 8.9* 6.1 
Language 5.8 4.8 6.5 


No Response 24.8 27.1 23.0 
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Taste 11 
Percentage of High-Ranking and Low-Ranking Graduates Who Responded as 
Indicated to Various Factors Influencing Their Choice of Vocation 











Very Hardly ‘ No 
Factor Group Much Much Some _ Any None _ Reply 
1. Advice of your parents High 13.5 10.1 22.3 EZ 153 27.1 
Low 22.3% 142 20.2 10.1 13.0 20.2 
2. Advice of a high school High 7.0 9.6 19.9 11.7 23.6 28.2 
teacher Low 8.1 8.5 18.6 10.9 33.6% 203 
3. Advice of a high school High 2.3 7.8 11.7 8.0 42.7 27.5 
counselor Low 2.8 6.5 10.5 li? 46.2 22.3 
4. Advice of a high school High 3.4 6.2 10.9 8.8 43.3 27.4 
principal or superintendent Low 2.8 Ti 10.1 12.1 44.5 22.8 
5. A guidance class in high High 2.1 3.1 8.3 6.0 53.4 27.4 
school Low 3.6 4.5 Ve i 7.3 54.7 22.2 
6. Other subjects studied High 11.4 16.1 215 4.9 17.9 28.2 
in high school Low 9.7 121 254 10.9 20.2 22.0 
7. Books you read in high High 4.4 * 8.3 17.6 12.7 29.8 Zia 
school Low 4.6 5:7 18.2 16.2 33.2 22.1 
8. The program of the high High 4.4 7.5 16.8 18.4 25.1 27.8 
school as a whole Low 4.0 Vd 16.6 20.2 27.9 23.6 
9. Working at this vocation High 12.2 7.0 6.2 6.0 425 26.1 
after school, on Saturday, Low _20.6* 6.1 9.3 3.6 39,3 21.1 

or during summer vacations 
10. A fair knowledge of my High 32.1® 27.5 11.9 1.0 24 25.4 
own interests and abilities Low 4.3 20.2 12.1 4.0 2.8 19.6 
11. Advice of a college © High 8.0 7.8 10.6 41 396 - 29 
instructor Low 4.6 32 10.5 3.6 53.8" 243 
12. Advice of a college adviser High 8.3* 7.0 8.3 6.2 40.7 29.5 
or counselor Low 2.0 4.6 4.6 5:7 57:1* 26.0 
13. A college guidance course High 3.9 2.3 4.4 4.9 55:2 29.3 
Low 2.0 2.8 2.4 32 63.6* 26.0 
14. Other college courses High 6.2 8.8 12.2 4.1 38.9 29.8 
Low 3.2 4.9 8.5 2.4 54.7* 26.3 
15. The college work and High 11.1 13.2 11.1 4.1 31.9 28.6 
experience as a whole Low 6.9 6.5 6.1 2.4 51.8* . 263 
16. Talks with people’ not High 14.2 15.3 18.9 8.5 15.3 27.6 
connected with the high Low 17.0 10.5 23.1 73 18.2 23.9 

school or college 

17. Advice of a minister High 3.6 4.4 7.0 52 50.5 28.8 
. Low 2.8 5.7 6.1 6.5 53.8 25.1 
18. Public library books High 4.1 6.7 12.7 11.9 36.0 28.6 
or lectures Low 2.8 45 17.4 11.3 39.7 24.3 
19. Moving pictures you High 2.1 4.7 14.0 14.5 34.2 30.5 
have seen Low sz 6.9 17.4 10.1 39.7 224 
20. General reading in news- High pH 12.4 2a03 10.1 19.4 29.6 
papers and magazines Low 6.9 11.3 25.1 11.3 22.7 ada 
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Taste 12 (continued) 
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—Indifferent 
—Dislike 


DVM—Dislike very much 


LVM—Like very much 
—Like 
NR —No reply 


L 
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D 


MA—More than the average man 
A —About as often as the average man 
LA —Less than the average man 


N —Never 
NR—No reply 
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Taste 13 
Percentages of Graduates Responding as Indicated to “How Well Do You Take 
Care of Your Health?” 











Total Sex Rank 

Practice Group M F High Low 

1. I have a complete medical examination 56.7 65.1* 49.5 57.8 60.7 
every three years or oftener 

2. I have a dental check-up annually or 73.1 71.6 74.3 79.0* 69.2 
oftener 

3. I take some definite physical exercise 55.7 61.7* 50.6 53.9 51.8 
three times a week or oftener 

4. When I come across articles on health 56.2 42.4 67.8* 57.0 55.0 
iN newspapers and magazines, I usually 
read them 

5. I occasionally find it necessary or de- 19.6 6.8 30.3* 19.7 17.0 
sirable to go on a diet 

6. I am careful about the way in which I 66.3 60.2 71.5% 68.4 66.0 
take care of cuts, scratches, etc. 

7. I consult a physician whenever I feel 66.1 58.7 72.4* 71.8 67.6 
there is something wrong with me 

8. No reply 2.2 2.9 18 1.8 3.2 





Note: Percentages may total more than 100.0 as some graduates checked more than one item. 








Taste 14 
Percentages of Graduates Responding as Indicated to “Which of the Following 
Statements Best Describes Your Present Health Status?” 











Total Sex Rank 

Statement Group M F High Low 
1. I am practically never sick, and feel 

vigorous and full of pep most of the 

time 59.7 63.7* 56.2 59.6 60.7 
2. Although I am seldom sick, I some- 

times feel rather listless 29.7 28.5 30.8 28.8 30.8 
3. I occasionally am ill, but get over it 

fairly soon, and feel reasonably healthy 

between illnesses 12.1 95 14.3* 9.8 12.6 


4. I have been ill rather frequently, but 
feel that I am beginning to make prog- 
ress toward better health 2.7 17 3S¢ 2.6 4.0 


5. I have been ill rather frequently, and 
feel discouraged about the chances of 
ever regaining full health 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.3 1.6 


6. No reply 1.0 0.9 1.2 13 0.4 





Note: Percentages may total more than 100.0 as some graduates checked more than one item. 
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TaBe 16 
Percentages of Graduates by Rank in Class Grouped According to Level of 
Education Attained by Father 


sate akan demnphecae 

















Level of Education Upper 30% Middle 40% Lowest 30% 
1. Did not attend school 0.3 0.3 0.4 
2. Some grade school work 7.0 5.6 12.6 
3. Grade school only 26.4 31.1 30.4 
4. Some high school work 19.9 25.1 17.8 
5. Graduated from high school 15.0 15.6 15.4 
6. Some college work 14.0 13.9 16.2 
7. Received college degrees 10.4 5.0 4.0 
8. Holds more than one college degree 3.6 1.7 0.4 
9. No repiy 3.4 iv 2.8 
Tasxe 17 


Percentages of Graduates by Rank in Class Grouped According to Level of 
Education Attained by Mother 











Level of Education Upper 30% Middle 40% Lowest 30% 

1. Did not attend school ne 0.6 

2. Some grade school work 3.6 7 45 
3. Grade school 17.4 23.7 27.1 
4. Some high school work 233 25.1 275 
5. Graduated from high school 19.7 22.9 19.4 
6. Some college work Me | 18.4 14.2 
7. Received college degree 7.8 5.6 4.9 
8. Holds more than one college degree 1.6 0.3 0.4 
9. No reply 1.6 A7 2.0 
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Taste 18 
Percentages of Graduates by Rank in Class Grouped According to Occupational 
Area of Father 











Occupational area Upper 30% Middle 40% Lowest 30% 
Professional 9.3 ao 2.8 
Semi-professional 23.0 16.5 12.3 
Clerical or sales By 5.0 2.4 
Skilled 21.0 23.5 17.8 
Semi-skilled 4.4 6.1 6.1 
Unskilled 8.0 7.8 11.7 
Farmer yo Fy | 299 36.0 
No reply 6.5 6.4 10.1 





Note: Percentages may total more than 100 since the father could be engaged in two occupa- 
tions. 
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Copy of Pertinent Sections of Questionnaire 
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Kansas High School Graduates 


You are one of the persons who has graduated from a Kansas high school. Your cooperation 
in this survey will help us make high school experiences more worthwhile for future high 
school students of Kansas.. 

Your replies to the questions in this survey will be held in the strictest confidence. Because 
the information we get from you will be combined with that from many other graduates, you 
can feel free to be perfectly honest with us. And because this survey is being sent to a carefully 
selected cross-section of Kansas high school graduates, your reply is important. 

Your cooperation will be appreciated, both by the survey personnel, and by the future Kan- 
sas high school students who will benefit from it. 

Please fill out as accurately as possible and return to the University of Kansas in the ad- 
dressed, postage paid envelope. Please do it now! 


YOU PERSONALLY 


First, a few questions about you, personally. 
1. What is your full name? 





















































Last First Middle 
(Note: A married woman should also give her maiden name: ....................-2.--------00-00e00-e000*** ) 
Oh MONE NUR ROI URI nos scpeacept bn dbrisentsbnsvepovonstncacho ue 
3. Are you married? Yes No. How many children do you have? ............---- 
4. Encircle your sex: Male Female 
Is re anuer tan UNI IN NN so FF ra ssn poceewonepnecounnamenveecansrounnes 
Month 3 Day Year 
6. Check (V ) below the highest level of schooling ren | by each of your parents and your 
wife or husband, if married. 
Father Mother Wife or Husband 
A. Did not attend school 
B. Some grade school work 
C. Grade school 
si iceeas abate D. Some high school work 
ye E. Graduated from high school 
= F. Some college work 
ai G. Received college degree 
sesceioaeen H. Holds more than one college degree 





7. What was the occupation of your parents at the time you graduated from high school? 
CES RE eRe ee ae oe an SLE LEER Oe Oo mR See “ 
(If then employed) 


YOUR EDUCATION 


1. From what high school did you graduate? ...................-.-..-c-ss-csscseasseeseeeessoeu WORE? 2 cscsises 
RNID os ssncscssicticnanhacntanictbiaiansbasbciansn II a cicsanceritoseressettareicunstscusipnsnicicacatietboncs 
2. Indicate below all-other educational institutions above the high school level which you 
attended. Include business schools, trade schools, etc., and also advanced degrees from a 
university or college. (Do mot include here training you received while a member of the 
armed forces except that for which you received college credit). 
Total Months 
Institution Attended Type of Training Degree 

















3. How valuable and useful do you consider your high school education to have been? 


Check ( V ) below: 








ubncnbains a. Very valuable and useful. vessssseeseeG. Of no particular use or value. 
bia coccasiee b. Valuable and useful, 000 eens. e. A distinct waste of time and 
capeaden c. Perhaps of some value. money. 


4. List in order of rank the three courses you toak during your high school years which have 
been the most and least valuable to you in your later training or work. 
Most valuable: ” REE Ae TSE eee SERA Eines nC Debasticccsecteiesees dssSiciansesss 
Least valuable: WS coh ssecnwaevnpeieiecs Bike cncchimemesinaed Bi ate ivaserctntasietblatiecesies 


si vi esa 





re ts ne 
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5. In what ways and to what extent did you obtain satisfactory training or experience while in 
high school? After each of the statements below, encircle one code letter to indicate your 
attitude. 

S —Highly satisfactory (well pleased) 
Code: A—About average in this respect (moderately satisfied) 
U—Unsaatisfactory (disappointed) 


HIGH SCHOOL TRAINING 


a. Information and advice on 





Preparation for further educa- 











further education .................... AU tion SAU 

b. Guidance and counsel on se- Training in supervising or 

lection of the proper job for directing the activities of 
ee SAU others SAU 

c. Training for the vocation in ]. Preparation in speaking and 
which I am now engaged .... S A U writing effectively ...............- SAU 

d. Development of _ effective m. Stimulation of a desire to read 
earGi NADIE a ess SAU and appreciate good literature S A U 

e. Preparation for home and n. Development of a sound phil- 
DAMA Titra 88 actos sce SAU osopliy: GE Ui sion de cs. SAU 

f. Training for active participa- o. Training for effective use of 
tion in civic and community a, ae er oe S$ AU 

life SAU p. Cultivation of a wholesome 
g- Development of high ideals appreciation of work. ............ SAU 

and suitable moral code ........ SAU q. Development of a broad un- 

h. Improvement in ability to un- derstanding of social and eco- 
. dertake and proceed with nomic problems. ..............+....- SAU 

now Ce = SAU r. Stimulation of esthetic appre- 

i, Development of ability to meet ciation, particularly for good 
MORNE QOBIU SicdeieccocsesdsccsSoceseses SAU NS “OO BEE! nS cca cesess SAU 


6. How valuable and useful do you now consider your participation in extracurricular activi- 
ties to wee been? Check (V) below: 

Very valuable and useful 

Valuable and useful 

Perhaps of some value 

Of no particular use or value 

A distinct waste of time and effort. 





YOUR JOB 
1. Below are listed a number of factors which may have influenced the vocational choice you 
have made, or the one you are considering. Please respond to every item. Encircle one of 
the numbers to indicate how important each factor was to you according to the following 
code: 1. Very much. 2. Much. 3. Some. 4. Hardly any. 5. None. 























1. Advice of your parents ........ 12345 11. Advice of a college instructor 1 2 3 4 5 
2. Advice of a high school 12. Advice of a college adviser or 
teacher 12345 counselor 42-345 
3. Advice of a high school 13. A college guidance course .... 1 2 3 45 
counselor . 12345 14. Other college courses ............ 12345 
4. Advice of a high school prin- 15. The college work and experi- 
cipal or superintendent .......... 23-45 Ctice asa) Whole  ......5..-<00600c8-c:, 22:34 5 
5. A guidance class in high 16. Talks with people not con- 
MII ig chs saad covaia sna cioede 12345 nected with the high school or 
6. Other subjects studied in high college 1.2.33 45 
ni See AL ROOTED ER 12345 17. Advice of a minister ................ 12.:3-4-5 
7. Books you read in high school 1 2 3 45 18. Public library books or lec- 
8. The program of the high school tures 1 2e5-45 
as a whole 12345 19. Moving pictures you have seen 1 2 3 4 5 
9. Working at this vocation after 20. General reading i in newspapers 
school, on Saturday, or during ANE “MAGQAMMES: oo .wccncesesecsesiins 12345 
summer vacations ...............-.-. 12345 21. Others (list and mark 
10. A fair knowledge of my own 12345) 12345 





interests and abilities .............. 123-45 
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2. Encircle Yes (Y), No (N), or Uncertain (U) for the following questions: 
a. Did the training you received in high school help you to obtain your 


(ET Ry OREN AEDES eS ORES A SORE sc Oe Ane eee eT OUP OND + Saat A 6 | 
b. Did this training help you hold your job or gain advancement? .................. YN 
c. Did your participation, while at high school, in extracurricular activities 

(such as those listed on the previous page) help you to secure your first job? Y N U 
d. Did this extracurricular participation help you hold your job or gain ad- 

INN acces Salegica sa See taste es his exten ek op cence ae egestas ochaseeconstinsvtsons ¥ NU 


YOUR HEALTH 


1. How well do you take care of your health? Please place an ‘“‘x” before each of the follow- 
ing practices which applies to you. 
mae" a. I have a complete medical examination every three years or oftener. 
eee b. I have a dental check-up annually or oftener. 
ees c. I take some definite physical exercise three times a week or oftener. 
ae ern d. When I come across articles on health in newspapers and magazines, I usually 
read them. 
oe e. I occasionally find it necessary or desirable to go on a diet. 
reed f. I am careful about the way in which I take care of cuts, scratches, etc. 
sein’ g. I consult a physician whenever I feel there is something wrong with me. 


2. Which of the following statements best describes your present health status? 

Check (V ) below: 

omc’ a. I am practically never sick, and feel vigorous and full of pep most of the time. 

Yee! b. Although I am seldom sick, I sometimes feel rather listless. 

ashes c. I occasionally am ill, but get over it fairly soon, and feel reasonably healthy be- 
“tween illnesses. 

seiisntwnical d. I have been ill rather frequently, but feel that I am beginning to make prog- 
ress toward better health 

piceneneael e. I have been ill rather frequently, and feel discouraged about the chances of ever 
regaining full health 


YOUR LEISURE 


How do you spend your leisure time? Here is a list of activities. On the left, place an “x” 
in the column which describes how often you do these things now, using the key at the top 


of the column. On the right, place an “x” in the column which describes how well you like to 
do these things, using the key at the top of that column. 


How often do you do these things? How well do you like to do these things? 
MA—More than the average man LVM —Like very much 
A —About as often as the average man L  -—Like 
LA —Less than the average man I —lIndifferent 
N —Never D —Dislike 


DVM—Dislike very much 








MA A LA N Activities LVM L I D DVM 





icons wnassnsect valent yO ANON noone Seen oad cassis Mere anstene 
A ee eee Dots Barn OOCtAl TRIMMERS nn sia acts acces senses | serene 
eS eer eee 3. Attending small social entertainments ........ 2.200. e200. cesses cesses 
aR ee ae ie i NNN RUROINI 2 a cece anaes ancenens ancetee) Ninecoese 
REE DSSS af eee 5. Card playing ee ie ee Tere eee He 
EAR Te ne G, Church and related OFganiwations un. once. onsen, coceiccs skiccies bno00ee 
See PE ee 7. Dancing sacle iaececbial “Gens Cie Albee Venesroten asians 
ig a a Ba te. atl Eko NNR aN NN no aca aecenia: Gatades wdkerens 6cieeiwe “etenaine 
Fa ee ass oe tah a 9. Informal discussions, e.g., “bull 

ON a Eilat cacti veanservecbsSGGs ipauaseks! bdeetets stebetia atterincd Hensotars 
a a etnci 10. Indoor team sports—basketball, vol- 

ON a EAR TEEN ee OP Ae ee ET RTE Teer ee 
rae ce, Sr Ree ee 11. Indoor individual sports — bowling, 

RUNES ct cneke iar Nae ela ces cnc uccapl bebeshdp.carviqeck Miasemaeleipeseenss 

















edn mks 
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MA A LA N Activities LVM L I D DVM 





bate ssee Wal cates Dies. capmemnn Maer sis: Cee PANIES os og bases) Sesescin. ucaubite Mccdeien Voleasoes 
Leleieelicadeos’ “embers aensiees 13; Diawagine readitig far pheasile sick, ..sesks Sesesad caceees, acsestae: siaskens 
decseda v debea bien macdildos -cccutshe 14. Movies Se euliete paraceiey Maahcea) auakagiek cupmesin 
dep eas ORD ere Ds RINNE SUNN os Sas es ccc Siocedia apenas nacoctbnny elaine 
Meat hei Guess) sgastles “ozs 16. Odd jobs at home Sisema ipleiecs Ratan aust” macbued 
re aa wap crataseaiien | aa 17. Organizations or club meetings as a 
: = uate ARES PSE DIG) Set de See) SS ioe eMC OLED Sapa Or PEDO 
ee tock fe Segoe artg pe othe” 18. Organizations or club meetings as a 

MII assess oy cates at rcciscvesasevassesseseatua (ohaakan; eidvbens = SASAR* esac Aas toes 
scdes acs Vobtnontass® Sadergase pasdioa 19. Outdoor team sports—hockey, base- 

RU NOU aap ce cee AO ae ee ae a ie oe 
ich Si SR ca ata ast be 20. Outdoor individual sports—golf, skat- 

RN Ms aa Ses ae ccc rcs es agspceSeaatb Siew cal cheese | Ueoline” Cendes wnans 
atk Jeavsctas Snetateor spats 21. Picnics Bake ecttantht,tasaseacotl Saseeea cikesutey moore cance ban 
Debssd tastes ena one 22. Playing musical instruments or singing ........ 2.0.2.0 ccesesee ceesesee ceeeeees 
Seine Veeder Gespasesy asvanate 1 ORM N  SURS SIU se ates cence snapent iaicole’ Sadhcatey ucislect sctauesaviaeendas 
Svarce, Beco ase eee Za MAMIBIGAE INGURINIE, OF CO COEUG: «oc scccnnrcce; siccsicn: dpiteenn’ “ubsscen” aicdcecs! actcoies 
si nccts techos aeeee ee 25. “Teater attendanee COGE MOVIES): 5c. kein, secgeass <cccteace Scceseww canteccs 
sR oe ahah tes yn AT > NINN OH I aaa sscansRzccig ” sadipuue: vsleidon Aaaiaana sutave 
Bees ie sak aravaute st ceeee 27. Voattenig: “Qt. @aneries;: WAUSCUNIISS, C00. ccc.c.n. geccosca” nscnoeds) <assttene, aocesoed 
Bae eects Byye = Stone Dee Oe 28. Volunteer work—social service, etC..... 200. ceccceee ccceccee coceeece eeeeeees 
Se OM res ee ea eee 29. Fishing or hunting 
i ncenes | Syuscess sunsevass sock UI MAMI cheers c fe read pe cp nadinn’s-cacccesess Sepecbesl SORE 
gsciaasl paws: acschicl Secure 31. Special hobbies not mentioned above .. 2.0... ec... cecscses cssssses cceeses 
sen i Rte euroe yee ire ie WRI Y ARERRD os so a Ns ere sat eels 
Seite S ateaade Utada Ronee 33. Others (list) pI TD oc eet el Mente 









































YOUR CIVIC ACTIVITIES 


What civic activities do you usually engage in? Check (V) all the activities listed below 

in which you have engaged during the past two years. 
1. Contributed to the Red Cross, Community Chest, or similar agency. 

Solicited for one of the agencies mentioned above. 
Voted in one or more local, state, or national elections. 
Actively campaigned for one or more candidates for public office. 
Contributed to state or national political party funds. 
Campaigned as a candidate for election to public office. 
Listened regularly to one or more radio discussion programs such as “Town Meet- 
ing of the Air,” “Meet the Press,” etc. 





eines 8. Read regularly the news and editorial sections of a daily newspaper. 
MTR Pe 9. Read regularly a magazine dealing with current political and social affairs, such as 
Time, Newsweek, etc. 
ho Re Bees 10. Attend church services at least twice monthly. 
AEA 11. Led or advised one of young peoples groups—Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, YMCA, 4-H 
| Clubs, Religious Organizations, etc. 
eEAee 12. Frequently discussed social, political, or economic questions with friends. 
Peeks 13. Served in one or more non-political offices, such as an officer in fraternal, civic, 
education, or other community organization. 
isc 14. Served on a major committee of one or more of these organizations. 
pare 15. Retained membership in or joined a reserve military organization such as National 
Guard or Officers Reserve. 
A rere 16. Others (please list). 

















